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1. 


THE  END  OF  AN  ERA  IN  CHINA 


'China  Shakes  the  World*  by  Jack  Belden,  19^9, 
Harper  &  Brothers,  New  York,  521;  pages,  $5.00 

Jack  Belden  has  worked  as  correspondent  for  various  newspapers  and  magazines. 
He  has  lived  on  or  close  to  battlefields  since  1933.  He  is  well  known  for 
two  other  books  which  he  has  written,  'Retreat  with  Stilwell'  and  'Still  Time 
to  Die.'  Since  Belden  writes  of  events  as  he  understands  them  in  a  straight 
and  honest  manner,  instead  of  falsifying  and  slanting  his  material  to  fit  the 
propaganda  trends  of  the  American  'free'  press,  his  writings  do  not  find 
ready  acceptance  by  American  publishers.  They  succeed  in  reaching  print  only 
after  many  rejections  and  much  looking  around.  'China  Shakes  the  World'  is  a 
narrative  of  social  change  in  the  raw,  much  of  which  is  told  from  first  hand 
observation. 

2.  Immediately  after  the  end  of  World  War  II,  Generalissimo  Chiang  Kai-shek  was 
one  of  the  most  powerful  rulers  in  the  world.  The  only  possible  threat  to 
his  regime  was  a  small  group  of  communist  guerrillas  whom  eight  years  before 
he  had  all  but  liquidated.  Today,  the  fortunes  of  China's  dictator  have,  to 
say  the  least,  declined.  Stripped  of  his  authority,  deserted  by  his  generals 
and  his  armies,  and  despised  by  his  people,  he  has  taken  insecure  refuge  on 
the  Island  of  Formosa  with  a  handful  of  followers  whose  loyalty  under  the 
present  circumstances  is  of  dubious  worth.  Chiang's  only  assets  are  a  few 
chests  of  gold  and  the  blessings  of  the  U.S.  State  Department,  General 
Douglas  MacArthur,  and  the  Vatican.  How  this  great  dictator,  who  had  every 
materiel  and  tactical  advantage  but  who  was  lacking  in  strategic  vision,  was 
overwhelmed  by  a  military  force  which  was  woefully  lacking  in  materiel  and 
tactical  advantages,  but  which  did  have  strategic  direction,  is  the  story  that 
Jack  Belden  tells  in  this  book, 

3»  The  first  few  chapters  relate  the  events  and  problems  connected  with  the 

author's  entry  into  China  in  la-t}Vl9l±6  and  his  penetration  behind  the  communist 
lines  into  the  S nans i-Hopei-Shantung-Ho nan  Border  Region.  Belden  chose  this 
Region  since  he  regarded  it  as  the  crucial  area  in  the  Chinese  ViTar  for 
Liberation.  It  was  under  the  control  of  the  one-eyed  General  Liu  Po-cheng. 
It  was  here  that  the  Japanese  met  with  the  fiercest  and  most  aggravating 
resistance  during  the  period  of  their  occupation.  Here  Chiang  Kai-shek's 
forces  floundered  helplessly  as  if  caught  on  sticky  fly  paper.  And  here  was 
a  situation  which  caused  American  reactionaries  to  get  the  screaming  meemies 
when  they  found  that  it  could  not  be  defeated  by  the  simple  appropriation  of 
a  few  billion  dollars.  Belden  found  the  Chinese  people  angry  at  Americans 
and  hostile  toward  American  'imperialists.'  They  were  suspicious  of  him, 
even  though  he  was  escorted  by  'communist'  guards  who  informed  the  people  that 
he  was  a  'progressive'  American.  They  could  not  believe  that  such  existed. 
The  people  noted  that  the  planes  and  guns  which  Chiang's  soldiers  used  against 
them  were  American,  and  they  asked  why  was  America  at  war  with  the  Chinese 
people?  How  could  he  give  a  satisfactory  answer  to  a  question  like  that? 

U.  As  a  background,  Belden  tells  what  he  learned  of  the  terrible  plight  of  the 
Border  Region  people  during  the  Japanese  War.  After  finding  the  occupation 
of  this  Region  to  be  a  messy  business,  the  Japanese,  in  desperation,  attempted 
to  annihilate  the  population  under  a  policy  of  'Kill  all,  Burn  all,  Loot  all.'* 

^  -1- 

*The  Japanese  General  who  pursued  this  policy  has  just  been  given  freedom 

by  Chiang  Kai-shek  and  released  to  the  protection  of  General  MacArthur. 
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But  the  Chinese  fought  back  with  the  crude  means  at  hand  plus  ingenious  canning 
and  the  Japanese  met  with  continued  frustration.  Then  came  a  great  drought, 
accompanied  by  locust  plagues  and  famine.  The  people  starved  to  death  by  the 
tens  of  thousands;  their  morale  was  badly  shaken  and  their  will  to  resist  nearly 
left  them,  but  not  quite.  When  the  war  ended,  the  Japanese  were  ordered  by 
General  MacArthur  not  to  turn  their  arms  over  to  the  8th  Route  Army,  but  to  its 
long-time  enemy  Chiang  Kai-shek.  Then,  the  Russians  signed  a  treaty  with  Chiang, 
recognizing  the  Kuomintang  as  the  only  government  of  China.  Mao  Tse-tung  in  the 
north  meanwhile  was  trying  to  negotiate  for  peace.  The  situation  appeared  very 
discouraging.  But,  in  spite  of  all  this,  the  Border  Region  refused  to  quit;  it 
continued  to  hold  out  against  the  tyranny  of  Chiang  Kai-shek. 

$•   The  population  consisted  for  the  most  part  of  illiterate,  impoverished,  toil- 
burdened  peasants.  There  were  no  experienced  administrators  in  the  area;  so 
administrators  had  to  be  recruited  from  various  sources,  and,  being  without 
training,  they  were  simple  and  direct  in  their  methods  of  dealing  with  problems 
that  arose.  The  general  policy  was  to  go  slow,  to  study  the  people,  learn  from 
them,  then  teach  them.  When  Belden  asked  one  of  the  officials  if  the  adminis- 
trators were  puppets  of  the  Russian  communists,  he  vehemently  denied  it  and  added, 
'You  may  say  we  are  the  puppets  of  the  people.'  There  was  a  strong  insistence  on 
'democracy'  in  the  'Liberated  Areas.'  Women  were  given  political  and  social 
equality  with  men.  But  democracy  encountered  difficulties;  the  change  from 
centuries  of  feudalism  to  a  'people's  government'  did  not  come  easily.  Many 
political  tricks  were  used  locally  to  influence  votes  and  defeat  the  purposes 
of  the  Revolution  by  safeguarding  the  rackets. 

6.  Belden  tells  of  his  meeting  and  conversing  with  the  people  and  learning  of  their 
personal  struggles  —  usually  for  mere  survival  from  starvation  and  tyranny,  but 
occasionally  for  just  a  little  self-expression.  The  Revolution  offered  them  the 
first  glimmer  of  hope  that  most  of  them  had  ever  known,  and  they  found  a  certain 
amount  of  freedom  of  expression  in  working  for  it.  Besides,  under  the  communists, 
they  ate  a  little  better  and  suffered  less  from  tyranny  than  they  did  under  the 
Kuomintang . 

7.  During  the  Japanese  occupation,  the  Chinese  people  had  suffered  heavily  from 
both  the  Japanese  oppression  and  the  'squeeze'  of  the  landlords,  many  of  whom 
served  the  Japanese.  But  the  oppression  visited  upon  them  by  Chiang  Kai-shek 
following  the  war  was  even  worse.  The  taxation  was  ruthless,  often  amounting  to 
more  than  one  hundred  percent  of  the  peasant's  production.  The  peasant  had  the 
choice  of  starvation  or  insurrection.  As  a  rule  he  preferred  to  die  slowly  by 
starvation  rather  than  die  quickly  by  fighting.  This  inertia  of  the  peasant  was 
one  of  the  toughest  obstacles  that  the  Revolution  had  to  overcome.  How  it  was 
overcome  is  an  interesting  study  in  tactics.  However,  once  it  was  done,  the 
peasants  'struggled'  enthusiastically  for  the  cause. 

8.  The  communists  also  collected  taxes  in  the  areas  which  they  controlled,  but  these 
were  relatively  mild,  for  the  revolutionary  government  was  operated  very  eco- 
nomically and  its  officials  lived  poorly,  in  sharp  contrast  to  the  corruption 
and  extravagance  of  the  Chiang  Kai-shek  officialdom.  Inflation  of  the  currency 
added  to  the  misery  of  the  people.  Eventually  currency  became  worth  more  as 
toilet  paper  than  as  money.  In  an  area  that  was  being  over-run  by  war  and 
revolution,  banking  became  an  uncertain  enterprise.  Gold  and  silver  was  not 
safe  in  the  banks,  so  it  was  buried  in  secret  places. 
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9.  In  the  Border  Region,  there  are  30  million  people)  but,  following  the  war,  in 
the  whole  Region,  there  were  only  150  cars  and  trucks,  no  planes,  no  railroads, 
very  poor  and  unreliable  telephone  service,  and  the  mail  was  carried  by  foot. 
This  gives  some  idea  of  the  problems  in  communication  and  transportation  which 
were  encountered.  The  people  were  extremely  illiterate  and  superstitious,  but 
Belden  tells  how,  through  determination  and  persistence,  amazing  results  were 
accomplished  in  the  field  of  education.  Human  toil  was  glorified,  since  it  was 
the  principal  means  of  production.  The  Revolution  liberated  the  women  from  the 
households  and  permitted  them  to  work  in  the  fields  the  same  as  the  men.  The 
women  welcomed  the  privilege  and,  when  production  increased,  the  men  became 
reconciled.  When  the  author  explained  to  one  poor  farmer  that  in  America  the 
goal  was  more  leisure,  not  more  work,  the  farmer  replied:  "You  have  so  many 
machines.  When  we  have  machines,  we  won't  work  hard  either."  The  farmers  are 
beginning  to  learn  that  by  working  together  cooperatively  they  can  produce  more 
than  they  could  by  working  individually  under  the  old  system;  but  they  learn 
slowly,  for  China  is  not  experienced  in  rapid  social  change. 

10.  The  book  is  rich  in  references  to  the  recent  past  history  of  China.  It  tells 
how  Chiang  Kai-shek  betrayed  the  Revolution  of  Sun  Yat-sen,  much  as  Napoleon 
betrayed  the  French  Revolution)  how  he  slaughtered  off  many  thousands  of 
Chinese  workers,  peasant  leaders,  and  students;  how  he  aligned  himself  with  the 
landlords,  to  comprador  bourgeoisie,  the  big  city  gangsters,  and  the  intrenched 
foreign  imperialists  of  Britain,  America,  France,  Japan,  and  Italy;  and  how  he 
brought  unprecedented  oppression  upon  the  Chinese  people.  (The  United  States 
had  turned  down  Sun  Yat-sen  when  he  came  here  asking  for  help  on  the  grounds 
that  his  was  a  revolutionary  government;  but,  when  Chiang  turned  reactionary 
the  U.S.  government  became  generous  in  its  aid  to  him.)  As  time  went  on, 
Chiang  became  recognized  as  the  number  one  enemy  of  the  people. 

11.  Belden  gives  details  of  how  the  old  regime  before  Sun  Yat-sen  put  the  'squeeze' 
on  the  peasants;  how,  later,  this  was  revived  and  intensified  by  the  Japanese, 
by  the  landlords,  and  most  of  all  by  Chiang  Kai-shek.  He  tells  how  the  land- 
lords would  force  their  attentions  upon  the  wives  and  daughters  of  the  peasants; 
how  many  millions  of  peasants  lost  their  land,  and  even  their  wives,  through 
usury;  and  how  millions  starved  to  death  even  when  there  was  food  in  the  store- 
houses of  the  landlords.  The  peasant  could  stand  no  more  pressure.  So,  when 
Mao  Tse-tung  relaxed  his  emphasis  upon  Leninism  and  advocated  land  reform  as 
the  revolutionary  goal,  he  found  the  peasants  ready  to  support  him  wholehearted- 
ly. 

12.  The  peasants  identified  the  Revolution  with  reduction  in  taxes  and  usury  and  the 
abolition  of  the  landlords.  The  primary  incentive  was  land  for  themselves,  with 
greater  economic  freedom  and  security.  Following  the  Japanese  evacuation,  the 
peasants  took  the  law  into  their  hands  and  'settled'  with  the  landlords  who  had 
been  robbing  them.  Many  of  the  landlords  were  executed  for  their  crimes,  others 
had  to  pay  the  claims  lodged  against  them;  but,  in  most  cases,  they  were  simply 
given  a  share  of  the  land  and  equal  standing  with  the  other  farmers  of  the 
community.  However,  there  was  considerable  resistance  among  the  landlords  to 
the  'turn-over,'  and  much  blood  was  spilled  on  both  sides. 

13.  In  one  chapter,  the  author  tells  of  a  celebration  in  one  of  the  villages  in 
honor  of  Women's  Day.  There  was  much  dancing  in  the  streets,  which  symbolized 
freedom,  since  dancing  had  been  suppressed  by  Chiang  Kai-shek  under  a  revival 
of  Confucianism,  the  philosophy  of  despots,  and  by  MadarneChiang  under  what  she 
called  a  'New  Life  Movement.' 
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lu.  Belden  tells  of  his  travels  into  guerrilla  territory,  and  of  his  meeting  with 
many  refugees  from  Chiang  Kai-shek  territory  —  to  escape  taxes,  confiscation 
of  property,  torture,  and  death,  of  which  burying  alive  was  a  common  Kuomintang 
practice.  He  refutes  a  number  of  deliberate  falsehoods  appearing  in  published 
articles  by  William  C.  Bullitt,  which  were  being  used  in  America  to  impress 
upon  Congressmen  the  •need1  for  pouring  billions  of  more  dollars  into  the 
coffers  of  Chiang,  so  that  he  could  prolong  his  war  against  the  Chinese  people. 
'Nationalization'  under  Chiang,  referred  to  by  Bullitt  and  others,  Belden  claims, 
merely  meant  wholesale  looting  by  Chiang's  favored  private  enterprisers.  Among 
other  stories,  the  author  tells  of  a  guerrilla  girl  who  had  joined  the  militia 
to  escape  a  very  unhappy  married  life,  in  which  severe  beatings  were  a  routine 
occurrence.  He  tells  of  the  terror  visited  upon  the  people  of  Anyang  County 
by  the  Kuomintang  and  landlords  after  driving  out  the  8th  Route  Army  which  had 
been  fighting  the  Japanese  occupation.  Hundreds  of  men,  women,  and  children 
had  been  buried  alive  because  they,  or  their  families,  had  given  assistance  to 
the  8th  Route  Army.  It  was  out  of  this  reign  of  terror  that  the  guerrilla 
warfare  developed  in  this  territory* 

1S>.  In  one  chapter,  the  author  describes  some  raids  behind  the  enemy  lines  by  a 
militia  leader  nick-named  the  Field  Mouse.  Belden  personally  went  on  one  of 
these  raids,  conducted  for  the  purpose  of  liquidating  a  landlord  who  had  buried 
a  number  of  the  townspeople  alive.  He  graphically  relates  the  details  of  the 
march  after  dark,  of  the  capture,  and  of  the  execution.  Another  chapter  tells 
of  a  girl  whose  romance  had  been  frustrated  by  the  old  order,  of  her  enforced 
marriage  to  a  cruel  husband,  of  her  joining  the  Revolution  and  thereby  gaining 
her  liberation,  and  of  how  she  worked  with  the  other  women  of  the  village  in  an 
organized  endeavor  to  free  the  women  from  the  age-old  tyranny  of  the  males. 
He  tells  of  the  importance  of  women  in  the  success  of  the  Revolution.  The  old 
order,  under  the  influence  of  Confucianism,  was  based  on  the  enslavement  of 
women.  Chiang  Kai-shek  was  a  Confucianist  as  well  as  a  Christian,  and  favored 
slavery.  The  Communists,  by  supporting  the  liberation  of  women  from  this  kind 
of  cruel  domination  and  treating  them  as  the  equals  of  men,  gained  power. 

16,  The  8th  Route  Army,  its  military  policies,  and  the  reasons  for  its  prestige  in 
China  are  explained.  Most  of  its  arms  and  other  equipment  was  captured  from 
the  Kuomintang  and  was  of  Japanese  and  American  origin.  There  was  an  equality 
of  food  and  clothes  among  the  officers  and  men,  and  no  insignia  of  rank. 
Punishment  for  offenses  was  very  light,  usually  nothing  more  than  a  reprimand. 
Belden  tells  of  the  high  morale  which  comes  from  voluntarily  fighting 
oppression. 


17.  Then,  the  author  describes  the  armies  of  Chiang  Kai-shek,  the  ineptness  of  its 
officers,  the  corruption  and  brutality  of  its  commanders,  the  hopeless  misery 
of  the  common  soldier.  The  death  rate  in  the  Kuomintang  armies  from  mistreat- 
ment was  high,  as  high  as  fifty  per  cent  in  some  units.  Most  of  the  wounded 
died  from  neglect. 

18.  The  book  tells  at  length  how  the  8th  Route  Army  fostered  the  Revolution  by 
upholding  the  cause  of  the  common  people;  how  it  obtained  volunteers  by  making 
it  an  honor  and  a  social  obligation  among  the  people  to  join  the  Army;  how 
enemy  prisoners  were  often  won  over  to  fight  for  the  Revolution.  One  tactic 
was  to  let  the  prisoners  attend  'Speak  Bitterness1  meetings  and  tell  their 
troubles;  thus,  they  would  soon  build  up  a  case  of  their  own  against  Chiang 
Kai-shek. 
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19.  He  tells  of  the  shock  of  revolution  on  the  intellects  of  people ;  how  the  very- 
idea  of  a  drastic  and  sudden  change  in  social  affairs  is  cataclysmic  to  the 
normal  processes  of  social  thinking.  This  is  especially  true  of  old  military 
men;  they  cannot  adjust  to  the  concept  of  a  'people's  war,'  and  they  reject  the 
tactics  of  guerrilla  fighting  as  being  beneath  contempt.  (The  United  States, 
never  having  had  a  truly  revolutionary  concept  itself,  cannot  understand  or 
appreciate  the  goals  or  methods  of  peoples  in  other  parts  of  the  world  who  are 
rising  up  against  oppression;  so,  the  tendency  for  Americans  is  to  side  with  the 
reactionary  elements  of  the  status  quo.) 

20.  Following  the  end  of  the  Japanese  War,.  Chiang  Kai-shek,  urged  on  by  the  U.S. 
State  Department,  decided  to  crush  the  communists  in  north  China  in  a  quick 
decisive  campaign.  The  American  Navy  and  Air  Force  transported  his  troops 
and  supplies  to  north  China  and  Manchuria  and  gave  him  direct  military  advise 
and  assistance.  Although  Chiang  had  superiority  of  men  and  supplies,  he  was  not 
a  military  strategist,  and  his  American  advisors  were  not  strategists.  The 
people  of  China  were  against  Chiang  Kai-shek  and  his  American  collaborators. 
The  propaganda  releases  of  the  Kuoraintang  and  the  United  States  predicted  an 
early  and  easy  victory.  But  victory  did  not  come. 

21.  In  the  United  States,  the  press  refused  to  print  the  facts  about  China.  Life 
magazine  sent  William  C.  Bullitt  to  China  for  a  few  days.  He  wrote  a  falsified 
report  of  conditions  and  incorrectly  blamed  the  Russians  for  helping  the  Chinese 
Reds,  none  of  which  was  ever  substantiated.  The  anti-red  hysteria  in  the 
United  States,  fostered  by  Henry  Luce,  William  Randolph  Hearst,  William  C. 
Bullitt,  Thomas  Dewey  (the  campaigning  Republican  candidate  for  president)  a 
number  of  ranking  Senators  and  others,  tended  to  frighten  those  who  knew  better 
from  'sticking  their  necks  out.'  The  few  who  did  have  the  courage  to  stay  with 
the  facts  could  find  no  avenues  of  expression  open  to  them.  When  Chiang  became 
bogged  down  in  northern  China,  the  United  States  sent  poor  old  George  Marshall 
over  to  arrange  a  truce  and  thus  bring  some  relief  to  the  Nationalists.  He 
tried  to  counteract  some  of  the  hysterical  claims  against  the  Chinese  Reds;  but, 
in  a  political  campaign  year,  to  try  to  inject  any  sanity  into  the  American 
scene  was  useless. 

22.  The  adventure  into  Manchuria  was  disastrous  for  both  the  Kuomintang  and  the 
U.S.  interventionists.  The  people  hated  the  Japanese  and  the  Russians,  but  they 
hated  the  Chinese  Nationalists  more  because  of  their  flagrant  looting.  Chiang 
received  more  Japanese  arms  from  the  Russians  than  did  the  communists,  so  the 
claims  that  Russia  supported  only  the  Red  Chinese  are  unfounded.  The  men  from 
southern  China  in  Chiang's  armies  did  not  like  the  climate  of  Manchuria  and, 
being  north  of  the  Great  Wall,  they  felt  as  though  they  were  in  a  foreign 
country.  Chiang's  corruptness  became  too  much  for  even  his  own  men  to  stomach, 
and  they  had  no  will  to  fight.  Only  American  aid  and  prodding  kept  the 
Nationalists  in  Manchuria  as  long  as  they  did  stay* 

23.  The  author  paid  a  visit  to  Formosa  to  learn  the  facts  of  the  situation  there. 
Under  Japanese  rule,  the  people  of  Formosa  had  fared  quite  well,  by  Asiatic 
standards;  but,  when  the  Chinese  Nationalists  came,  corruption  and  degradation 
of  the  worst  sort  became  rampant.  When  the  people  protested,  thousands  of  them 
were  massacred  in  the  most  brutal  manner.  This  occurred  under  the  eyes  of 
American  diplomatic  personnel,  who  reported  the  popular  protests  as  'communist 
uprisings,'  although  there  were  no  communists  on  the  island. 
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2\x,   The  educated  liberals  and  intellectuals  of  China  did  not  support  the 

Revolution  at  first;  instead,  they  campaigned  for  peace.  This  angered  the 
Kuomintang  and  a  terroristic  oppression  and  witch-hunt  of  the  intellectuals 
was  instituted.  Anyone  caught  reading  a  book  (no  matter  what  kind  of  book) 
was  suspected  of  being  a  communist.  This  hysteria  was  similar  in  kind  to  that 
which  has  been  developing  in  the  schools  and  universities  of  the  United  States; 
but,  in  China,  it  went  to  further  extremes  than  it  has  yet  reached  in  America. 
Students  and  teachers  were  arrested,  beaten,  tortured,  and  murdered  by  the 
hundreds.  When  students  rallied  to  protest,  they  were  fired  on  with  machine 
guns  —  furnished  by  the  United  States.  Thus,  the  intellectuals  of  China,  who 
were  not  communists,  but  who  found  themselves  condemned  as  such  without  trial 
or  hearing,  had  no  other  course  open  to  them  but  to  support  the  Revolution 
against  Chiang  Kai-shek.  Thousands  fled  to  the  communist-controlled  areas. 
They  gave  a  voice  to  the  Revolution  and  formed  an  articulate  link  with  the 
upper  and  middle  classes.  Under  continued  oppression,  taxation,  and  confis- 
cation —  along  with  the  runaway  inflation  —  even  businessmen  turned  to 
supplying  the  Revolution,  out  of  sympathy  for  its  war  against  Chiang  Kai-shek. 
Eventually,  the  despotic  dictator  of  China  found  himself  without  friends, 
except  for  a  few  landlords  in  the  interior  and  some  reactionary  elements  in 
America. 

25.  The  morale  of  the  Nationalist  armies  disintegrated,  accelerated  by  Chiang's 
superb  ability  to  always  do  the  wrong  thing.  Whole  armies  went  over  to  the 
communists.  Manchuria  was  taken,  then  north  China,  then  Nanking.  Chiang  had 
hoped  to  hold  out  in  the  north  until  Dewey  was  elected  president  of  the  United 
States;  but,  with  Dewey's  defeat  at  the  polls,  fascist  China's  last  white  hope 
was  gone.  Further  retreats  were  in  order. 

26.  Belden  characterizes  Chiang  Kai-shek  as  being  an  ambitious,  feudalistic  despot, 
'flabby'  and  inefficient,  but  'vain  and  touchy  to  the  point  of  hysteria.'  In 
neither  the  military  nor  the  political  field  did  he  show  ability,  strategically 
or  tactically.  At  an  opportune  time,  he  had  turned  upon  the  Revolution  of 

Sun  Yat-sen  and,  through  ganster-like  methods, murdered  his  way  to  power.  He 
stayed  in  power  through  terrorism  and  assassination.  Chiang's  concepts  were 
entirely  out  of  tune  with  modern  events.  General  Stilwell  referred  to  him  as 
'The  Peanut;'  William  C.  Bullitt  referred  to  him  as  'a  far-sighted  statesman.' 

27.  Madame  Chiang  is  described  as  a  devotee  of  luxury  and  power.  While  more 
intelligent  and  clever  than  her  husband,  she  is  too  selfishly  fond  of  money  and 
luxury  to  have  any  sympathy  for,  or  understanding  of,  the  Chinese  people.  They 
despise  her.  She  is  more  at  home  among  reactionary  politicians  and  bankers  in 
America  than  among  the  people  of  China. 

28.  Chiang  stayed  in  power  mainly  because  no  one  in  the  ruling  class  had  the  will 
or  integrity  to  depose  him.  Most  of  the  top  followers  of  Chiang,  in  their 
younger  days,  had  been  revolutionists  under  Sun  Yat-sen;  but,  when  Chiang  be- 
trayed the  Revolution,  those  who  survived  assassination  had  joined  with  him  in 
the  carpetbag  looting  of  China.  In  the  end,  they  became  fearful,  despotic 
guardians  of  their  loot  and  gave  support  to  an  even  more  corrupt  warlordism  than 
the  one  they  had  helped  to  overthrow  in  their  youth.  (This  turn  of  events  in 
China  reminds  one  of  the  developments  in  the  United  States.  At  about  the  time 
of  World  War  I,  there  were  many  ardent  young  people  here  who  espoused  revolution- 
ary or  at  least  progressive  ideas  for  America.  Later,  many  of  them  became 
•successful'  in  the  making  of  money  under  the  system  of  the  status  quo,  and 

in  recent  years  have  become  rabid,  degenerative  reactionaries  in  their  desperate 
desire  to  protect  their  'loot.') 
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29.  Belden  ends  the  book  by  summarizing  the  past  events  and  in  speculating  on  the 
future  of  China.  He  claims  that  the  change  in  China  denotes  the  end  of  an  Era. 
He  points  out  that  Christianity  had  an  excellent  opportunity  in  China,  but 
muffed  it  by  aligning  itself  with  the  merchants  and  the  ruling  class  and  by  its 
missionaries  serving  as  espionage  agents  for  interests  hostile  to  the  general 
welfare  of  the  Chinese  people.  All  religions  in  China  are  now  in  decline  as 
the  emphasis  is  being  placed  on  earthly  welfare. 

30.  The  property  aims  in  China  are  given  as  follows:  First  phase,  equitable  dis- 
tribution of  the  land  among  the  peasants;  second  phase,  cooperative  farming  of 
adjacent  areas;  third  phase,  collectivization  —  to  proceed  slowly.  He  con- 
cludes: "Up  to  the  present  moment  —  without  considering  the  future  —  it  can 
be  stated  that  the  increase  of  communist  power  has  been  a  tremendous  boon  to 
the  Chinese  people.  It  has  protected  the  masses  from  the  excesses  of  society, 
it  has  brought  order  out  of  Chaos  and  it  has  guaranteed  a  living  to  those  who 
might  otherwise  have  starved."  The  primary  freedom  with  which  the  Chinese 
people  are  concerned  is  freedom  to  survive.  The  Revolutionary  government  has 
made  it  much  easier  for  the  individual  to  survive  and  has  rescued  him  from  the 
constant  threat  of  oppression  and  violent  death  which  prevailed  under 

Chiang  Kai-shek.  As  to  the  future  of  China,  we  must  wait  and  see. 


TECHNOCRACY'S  COMMENT:  The  very  conditions  stated  in  the  last  paragraph  above 
may  lead  to  further  disaster  in  China.  As  conditions  are  improved,  more  people 
will  be  kept  alive,  more  babies  will  be  born  and  fewer  of  them  strangled  a t 
birth;  the  population  will  tend  to  bound  upward.  Unless  the  new  regime  in 
China  can  check  the  population  growth,  and  no  prospects  of  such  appear  in 
sight,  the  social  problem  of  China  will  not  be  solved.  We  can  make  no  pre- 
diction for  a  utopia  in  southeast  Asia,  under  any  regime,  within  the  foreseeable 
future.  As  in  many  other  places  on  the  earth,  the  major  need  in  China  at 
present  is  for  a  deathrate  that  appreciably  exceeds  the  birthrate.  When  this 
is  effectively  achieved,  only  then,  can  we  consider  a  favorable  prediction  for 
the  future  of  this  and  other  of  the  more  desperate  'backward1  areas  of  the 
earth. 
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tffhe  Vatican  in  World  Politics,1  by  Avro  Manhattan,  19u9 
Gaer  Associates,  Inc.,  New  York,  JUi^ij.  Pages,  $3«75> 

Kvro  Manhattan  was  born  in  Italy;  he  has  traveled  widely  and  studied  in  many 
countries;  he  now  resides  in  England,   In  this  book  he  gives  a  panoramic  view 
of  the  Catholic  Church  in  the  political  affairs  of  various  nations]  and, 
although  it  is  necessarily  sketchy,  he  does  give  a  general  background  picture. 
The  book  does  not  deal  with  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  as  a  faith  and  as  a 
religious  system.   It  is  primarily  concerned  with  the  Church  as  a  state,  a 
government,  and  a  world-wide  political  organisation.   In  this  review,  we  can 
focus  on  only  a  few  highlights  which  may  be  used  as  guides  while  reading  this 
book.   (The  occasional  statements  in  parentheses  are  our  own  insertions  to 
supplement  certain  points  not  fully  covered  in  the  book.) 

In  the  foreword  to  the  book  is  this  statement:   'No  political  event  or  circum- 
stance can  be  evaluated  without  the  knowledge  of  the  Vatican's  part  in  it.  And 
no  significant  world  political  situation  exists  in  which  the  Vatican  does  not 
play  an  important  explicit  or  implicit  part.'   The  intent  of  the  book  is  to 
help  elucidate  the  muddled  political  situation  of  the  world  by  relating  the 
story  of  the  Vatican's  activities  in  that  field. 

The  three  strategic  goals  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  are  given  as:  (l) 
Annihilation  of  communism  and  of  Soviet  Russia;  (2)  the  spiritual  conquest  of 
the  U.S.A.;  and  (3)  the  ultimate  catholicization  of  the  world.  Thus  the  United 
States  is  intimately  involved  in  the  political  machinations  of  the  Vatican. 
The  author  warns  that,  although  religion  is  losing  ground  everywhere,  as 
individuals  and  societies  turn  their  attentions  to  problems  of  a  more  practical 
nature,  one  should  not  discount  the  influence  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church; 
for,  it  has  a  large  membership  and  a  strong,  well-intrenched  organization.  It 
is  totalitarian  in  its  structure  and  ruthless  in  the  execution  of  its  policies. 
The  Vatican  also  aligns  itself  with  whatever  other  groups  will  assist  it  in 
fighting  its  immediate  opposition,  locally  or  generally.  The  Church  sets 
itself  above  all  national  authority  and  legal  codes,  and  directs  its  members 
in  all  countries  to  regard  it  so.  In  different  countries  and  at  different 
times,  the  hierarchy  forms  different  alliances  and  pursues  different  policies 
to  gain  its  political  ends.  For  example,  between  the  wars,  the  Catholic  Party 
in  Germany  was  allowed  to  cooperate  with  the  socialists;  in  Austria,  a  Roman 
Catholic  dictator  slaughtered  the  socialists  with  machine  guns. 

In  political  matters,  the  Pope  is  the  world's  last  absolute  dictator;  his 
will  is  law  over  some  U00  million  subjects,  and  he  need  account  to  no  human 
being  and  to  no  government;  the  Vatican  makes  no  accounting  of  its  finances 
~o  its  membership,  although  these  are  estimated  to  run  into  many  millions  of 
dollars  each  year.  With  its  numerous  priests,  bishops,  and  ambassadors  in 
many  places  on  the  earth,  the  Vatican  is  one  of  the  world's  best  informatior 
centers;  hence,  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  is  one  of  the  best  espionage 
organizations  on  earth.  As  a  propaganda  bureau,  the  Vatican  is  second  to  none , 
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and  its  efforts  are  directed  unceasingly  to  the  objective  of  conquering  the 
whole  world  for  Roman  Catholicism.  In  the  economic  and  social  fields,  it  is 
obvious  that  the  Roman  Catholic  hierarchy  supports  the  view  that  human  beings 
on  this  planet  should  live  narrow,  impoverished,  frustrated  lives  in  order  to 
qualify  for  entrance  into  a  Roman  Catholic  heaven  hereafter.  A  look  at  countries 
now  under  Roman  Catholic  domination  bears  out  this  theory, 

5.  In  recounting  the  influence  of  the  Vatican  in  Spain,  Manhattan  tells  how  the 
notorious  butcher  General  Francisco  Franco  received  the  blessings  of  the 
hierarchy  and  the  Vatican  when  he  instituted  a  civil  war  to  overthrow  the 
legally-constituted  republican  government,  how  the  whole  Roman  Catholic  world 
was  organized  to  influence  opinion  in  favor  of  Franco,  and  how  the  Vatican 
found  more  ready  help  for  this  .in  the  United  States  State  Department  than  it  had 
dared  to  exoect. 


6.  In  Italy,  the  Vatican  openly  entered  into  political  activity  and  supported 
Catholic  political  parties,  which  were  dissolved  when  political  Catholicism  rode 
to  power  on  the  shoulders  of  Benito  Mussolini's  fascist  movement.  Mussolini 
then  signed  the  Lateran  Treaty  which  provided  the  Vatican  with  Italian  state 
funds  and  recognized  it  as  a  separate  political  state.   (Here,  as  in  several 
other  places  in  the  book,  Manhattan  hesitates  to  identify  political  Catholicism 
with  fascism;  but,  erroneously,  treats  them  as  separate,  although  intimately 
related,  entities.  In  Europe,  fascism  and  political  Catholicism  are  one  and  the 
same.)  Mussolini  and  the  Pope  bestowed  favors  and  blessings  upon  each  other. 
Among  other  things,  EL  Duce  upheld  the  Vatican's  control  over  the  education  of 
Italy  and  the  hierarchy  blessed  his  wars  in  Africa  and  Europe.  (Manhattan 
consistently  plays  down  the  Catholicism  of  Mussolini  and  Hitler,  even  referring 
to  Mussolini  as  an  'atheist.'  Eoth  were  born  and  raised  Roman  Catholics.  To 
what  extent  they  may  have  deviated  from  the  orthodoxy  of  their  religious  faith 
is  of  slight  moment,  but,  it  is  significant  that,  in  the  political  field,  both 
were  staunch  supporters  of  the  policies  and  goals  ci   the  Vatican.) 

7.  During  World  War  II,  the  position  of  the  Vatican  and  fascism  in  Italy  were 
threatened,  partly  by  Russian  successes  in  the  East  and  partly  by  partisan 
uprisings  in  the  industrial  north  of  Italy.  The  Vatican  became  alarmed;  and, 

in  the  early  spring  of  19^3  >  prior  to  the  Allied  invasion  of  Sicily,  negotiations 
between  the  Pope  and  President  Roosevelt  were  entered  into,  with  Cardinal 
Spellman  as  intermediary.  The  Allies  agreed  to  uphold  Mussolini's  fascist  regime 
in  Italy  and  thus  protect  it  from  'Bolshevik'  socialism,  provided  Mussolini  were 
sacrificed,  since  he  had  been  played  up  as  a  villain  in  the  Allied  countries. 
Accordingly,  Marshal  Badoglio  took  over  the  government,  arrested  and  imprisoned 
Mussolini,  and  joined  with  the  Vatican  in  suppressing  the  partisan  anti-fascist 
uprisings.  Italy  then  surrendered  'unconditionally'  and  the  Allies  invaded. 
The  Vatican,  supported  by  Churchill,  attempted  to  hold  the  House  of  Savoy  in 
power,  but  the  people  of  Italy  voted  it  down.  The  Allies,  during  the  rest  of  the 
war  and  during  the  later  occupation,  upheld  the  fascist  policy  against  the  anti- 
fascist partisan  movements. 

8.  In  Germany,  the  Vatican  has  consistently  fought  against  liberal  reforms.  After 
World  War  I,  its  great  enemy  was  communism.  During  the  inter-war  years, 
Eugenio  Pacelli,  later  Pope  Pius  XII,  was  papal  representative  in  Germany,  where 
the  Catholic  Party  campaigned  for  the  return  of  the  Kaiser.  Due  to  this  and 
other  strategic  blunders,  the  hierarchy  was  fast  losing  ground  in  Germany  by 
1930.  A  Roman  Catholic  revival  was  urgently  needed,  and  Adolf  Hitler  came  as 
the  answer  to  Catholic  prayers. 
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9.  In  order  to  support  Hitler  and  the  Nazi  Party,  the  hierarchy  had  to  turn  against 
the  Roman  Catholic  Chancellor  Bruening,  head  of  the  Catholic  Party  in  Germany. 
With  the  financial  support  of  the  Roman  Catholic  industrialist,  Thyssen,  and 
much  political  finagling,  in  which  Papal  Chamberlain  von  Papen  played  a 
prominent  role,  a  compromise  was  worked  out,  and  aging  President  von  Hindenburg 
was  persuaded  to  appoint  Roman  Catholic  Adolf  Hitler  as  Chancellor  of  Germany 
on  January  30,  1933.  The  Catholic  Party  was  abolished  by  the  hierarchy  to  clear 
the  way  for  the  Nazi  Party,  and  Hitler  signed  a  concordat  with  the  Vatican.  The 
Vatican  agreed  to  Hitler's  destruction  of  the  Jews,  communists,  and  socialists, 
which,  incidentally,  were  also  the  enemies  of  the  Vatican.  The  ensuing  reign 
of  terror  shocked  the  -world,  but  the  Vatican  continued  to  defent  Hitler.  The 
extent  of  the  hierarchy's  success  in  Germany  is  remarkable  when  one  considers 
that  two-thirds  of  the  German  population  was  non-Catholic.  (This  may  account 
for  Hitler  taking  certain  detailed  action  which,  on  the  surface,  appeared  to  be 
anti-Catholic,  while  at  the  same  time  carrying  out  the  basic  policies  of  the 
Vatican.  Manhattan  treats  these  discrepancies  as  constituting  a  rift  between 
Hitler  and  Pius  XII,  which  view  cannot  be  supported  in  light  of  the  whole 
relationship.  That  Hitler,  for  example,  brought  to  trial  several  thousand 
priests  and  monks  accused  of  sodomy  can  be  regarded  more  as  a  house-cleaning 
job  for  the  Vatican  rather  than  as  open  opposition  to  the  Church.) 

10,  Manhattan  reveals  that  the  German  invasion  of  Poland  was  carried  out  with  the 

knowledge  and  consent  of  the  Vatican;  and  the  Pope,  instead  of  condemning  Hitler, 
proceeded  to  use  the  Church  organization  to  propagandize  for  war  against  Russia. 
The  propaganda  became  particularly  vicious  when  Russia  also  invaded  Poland  and, 
later  that  same  year,  invaded  Finland.  One  would  gather  from  the  Catholic 
propaganda  that  only  Russia  committed  'excesses'  in  Poland. 

11*  The  Pope  was  silent  about  the  German  invasion  of  Norway.  Nor  did  he  condemn  the 
invasions  of  Holland,  Belgium,  and  France;  instead,  he  expressed  thanks  to 
Nazism  for  ridding  three  more  countries  of  socialism.  The  Pope  spoke  for  peace, 
but  acted  for  war.  In  January  19lil,  the  hierarchy  of  Germany  and  Austria  met 
in  Berlin  and  prophesied  a  "victory  of  German  arms"  which  would  "guarantee  peace 
for  many  years  to  come."  (A  high  prophesy  has  never  been  proven  more  incorrect.) 

12,  When  fascist  Germany  invaded  Russia,  there  was  no  word  of  complaint  from  the 
Vatican  regarding  aggression  or  the  violation  of  the  'rights  of  nations.' 
Instead,  a  holy  crusade  was  organized  among  Roman  Catholics  around  the  world, 
including  those  in  the  Allied  countries,  to  "support  the  military  campaign 
against  Godless  Russia."  Money  and  military  volunteers  from  all  parts  of  the 
Catholic  world  were  poured  into  the  fight  against  the  U.S.S.R.  Men  and  money 
came  from  Italy,  France,  Spain,  Portugal,  Ireland,  Belgium,  Holland,  Poland, 
and  from  North  and  South  America.  Thus,  Russia  had  to  defend  herself  milita- 
rily, not  only  against  fascist  Germany,  but  against  the  whole  Roman  Catholic 
world. 


13*  After  it  became  apparent  in  early  19l*2  that  fascism  had  been  defeated  on  the 
plains  of  Russia,  the  Vatican  used  its  influence  to  prevent  Britain  and  the 
United  States  from  sending  aid  to  Russia  and  worked  tirelessly  for  a  negotiated 
peace  that  would  save  Hitler's  face.  President  Roosevelt  sent  his  represen- 
tative, Myron  Taylor,  to  the  Vatican,  'promising  that  Great  Britain  and  the 
United  States  of  America  would  ensure  that  the  Bolshevik  troops  would  not  over- 
step the  borders  drawn  up  by  them. '   (Thus  the  lines  of  the  cold  war  between  the 
'West1  and  the  Soviet  Union  were  clearly  drawn  in  19^21) 
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lli.  As  the  Russian  armies  advanced  westward,  London  and  Washington  joined  the 
Vatican  in  its  alarm.   'All  three  Powers  began  to  look  with  dismay  at  the 
advance  of  the  Soviet  armies,  fearing  that  they  would  go  too  far  westwards 
before  the  Allied  armies  could  enter  the  field  to  stop  them. «  After  it  became 
obvious  to  all  that  Germany  would  be  defeated,  the  Vatican  pleaded  to  the 
western  Allies  for  a  'peace  without  revenge'  for  Germany,  although  it  continued 
to  speak  and  act  against  Soviet  Russia.  In  the  spring  of  19hh,   the  Vatican  was 
the  scene  of  frequent  and  very  secret  meetings  conducted  for  the  purpose  of 
repeating  the  happenings  in  Italy  —  to  achieve  the  surrender  of  Germany  and 
still  save  German  fascism.  Part  of  the  plan  called  for  the  Allied  occupation 
of  Germany  ahead  of  the  Russians;  another  part  called  for  the  disposal  of 
Hitler.  It  was  decided  that  the  Allies  should  invade  France,  that  Hitler 
should  be  assassinated,  a  new  government  set  up  in  Germany,  and  peace  ne- 
gotiated with  the  Allies.  The  assassination  was  entrusted  to  Colonel  Claus  von 
Stauffenberg,  a  devout  Roman  Catholic.  The  plot  met  with  repeated  delays  and 
still  had  not  been  accomplished  when  the  Allies  invaded  France.  The  plot 
failed  in  its  final  execution  and  a  number  of  the  German  plotters  were  promptly 
executed.  During  the  final  weeks  of  the  war,  the  Vatican  declared  itself  as 
being  in  support  of  the  Allies,  so  as  to  nominally  be  on  the  winning  side  and 
thus  share  in  the  fruits  of  victory. 

15.  After  the  defeat  of  Germany,  the  Vatican  decided  to  sacrifice  a  number  of  the 
'top  Nazis'  in  order  to  gain  favor  among  the  Western  Allies.  This  scheme  was 
highly  successful.  At  the  Nuremberg  trials,  'not  a  single  word  was  spoken  on 
the  part  played  by  Pope  Pius  XI,  Pope  Pius  XII,  and  the  various  German 
cardinals  and  bishops.  Instead,  the  Chief  American  Prosecutor,  Justice  Robert 
Jackson  of  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court,  expressed  gratitude  to  the  Vatican  for 
assistance  rendered  the  prosecution  at  the  trials.  (Herman  Goering  was  the 
only  non-Catholic  to  die;  he  committed  suicide.  All  of  those  who  were  hanged  at 
Nuremberg  as  top  Nazi  war  criminals  were  Roman  Catholics.) 

16.  In  the  chapter  on  'Austria  and  the  Vatican,'  Manhattan  tells  at  length  of  the 
suppression  of  liberalism  in  Austria  by  the  Roman  Catholic  hierarchy.  The 
Catholic  answer  to  liberalism  in  Austria  was  mass  executions  and  torture.  Here, 
as  in  other  places,  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  identified  itself  with  the  aims 
of  big  business,  as  opposed  to  the  general  welfare.  The  book  tells  of  the 
ruthless  suppression  of  socialism  under  the  direction  of  Catholic  Prelate 
Ignaz  Seipel  following  World  War  I.  Seipel's  chief  ambition  was  the  resto- 
ration of  the  Holy  Roman  Empire  under  an  Austro-Hungarian  monarchy.  It  relates 
the  events  of  the  rise  to  political  power  of  the  Catholic  fascist,  Dollfuss, 
with  the  help  of  Mussolini,  and  of  the  appalling  persecution  and  slaughter  of 
socialists  under  Dollfuss  —  all  without  a  word  of  protest  from  the  Vatican. 
The  devout  Roman  Catholic  Schuschnigg,  successor  to  Dollfuss,  in  collusion 
with  Cardinal  Innitzer,  arranged  for  the  turning  of  Austria  over  to  Hitler,  and 
the  Austrian  hierarchy  urged  all  Austrians  to  vote  for  Hitler  at  the  ensuing 
plebiscite. 


17 •  The  history  of  Bohemia,  the  home  of  John  Huss,  is  one  of  disgusting  brutality 
and  slaughter  of  non-Catholics  by  Catholic  leaders.  After  the  Thirty  Years 
War,  Bohemia  was  incorporated  into  Catholic  Austria,  where  it  remained  until 
the  new  state,  Czechoslovakia,  was  formed  after  World  War  I«  Between  the  two 
wars,  there  was  much  Catholic-instigated  friction  between  Bohemia  and  Catholic 
Slovakia.  The  Vatican  hated  the  liberal  reforms  of  the  Czechoslovak  government 
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and  its  friendship  with  its  neighbor,  Soviet  Russia.  After  Hitler  was  placed 
in  power  in  Germany,  he  and  the  Vatican  laid  a  plot  for  the  destruction  of  the 
Czechoslovakian  republic.  The  Slovak  Catholics,  led  by  Father  Hlinka, 
cooperated  wholeheartedly.  The  Vatican  took  an  active  part  in  the  sellout  at 
Munich,  aided  by  Catholic  Poland  and  Catholic  Hungary  in  exchange  for  pieces 
of  Czechoslovak  territory.   (Manhattan  evades  the  fundamental  issue  at  Munich 
as  being  too  controversial  and  outside  the  scope  of  his  book;  namely,  the 
agreement  by  all  parties  concerned,  except  the  republican  government  of 
Czechoslovakia  itself,  that  Czechoslovakia  should  be  eliminated,  so  that  fascist 
Germany  and  Italy  could  declare  war  on  Soviet  Russia.)  Bohemia  and  Moravia  were 
incorporated  into  the  German  Reich;  Slovakia,  under  the  dictatorship  of 
Monsignor  Tiso,  was  made  into  a  separate  Roman  Catholic  state,  with  all  the 
terroristic  repression  that  that  implies. 

18.  For  centuries,  Foland  has  been  devoutly  Roman  Catholic  and  'a  very  backward 
country  in  all  fields  of  human  endeavor. '  Here,  as  in  all  Roman  Catholic 
countries,  was  to  be  found  extreme  poverty,  illiteracy,  and  human  degradation 
among  the  masses  and  arrogant  luxury  among  a  few  at  the  top.  This  was  the 
status  quo  which  the  Vatican  fought  to  maintain.  The  Vatican  contrived  to  use 
Catholic  Poland  to  help  accomplish  its  goal  of  destroying  Bolshevik  Russia  and 
the  Orthodox  religion.  In  this  aim,  the  Vatican  found  influential  allies 
among  reactionary  big  business  interests  throughout  Europe  and  North  America. 

19 •  Following  World  War  I,  Catholic  Poland  entered  into  an  orgy  of  slaughter  and 
torture  against  non-Catholic  minorities,  equaled  in  horror  only  by  fascist 
Germany  under  Hitler.   'The  Catholic  Church  approved.   Indeed,  one  of  its  high 
dignitaries,  a  bishop,  was  appointed  to  the  Council  ret  up  to  accomplish  this 
plan, :  Later,  Poland  became  an  active  supporter  of  Hitler  Germany.  The  German 
invasion  of  Poland,  which  started  World  War  II,  was  the  outcome  of  extended 
negotiations  between  Hitler,  the  Vatican,  and  the  Polish  Catholic  leadership  as 
a  short-cut  through  diplomatic  red  tape  in  order  to  establish  an  early  invasion 
front  on  the  border  of  the  Soviet  Union.  Of  the  ill-fated  Warsaw  uprising  later 
in  the  war,  Manhattan  says,  'the  rising  had  been  planned  in  order  to  prevent  the 
Soviets,  who  were  approaching  the  capital,  from  occupying  it.'  The  Catholic 
fascist  Poles  thought  that  thus  they  would  retain  the  right  to  govern  Poland. 

20, Belgium  is  another  nation  which  has  suffered  heavily  from  Catholic  fascist 
suppression,  arrogance,  and  political  intrigue.  In  World  War  II,  it  went  over 
to  Germany  with  hardly  a  struggle,  and  many  devout  Belgian  Catholics  organized 
themselves  into  fascist  legions  to  fight  with  the  Germans  on  the  Russian  front. 
Because  Holland  has  fewer  Catholics  than  Belgium,  its  participation  in  the 
fascist  cause  was  proportionately  less. 

21. France  is  essentially  a  Roman  Catholic  country,  and  reactionism  and  suppression 
in  that  country  have  been  closely  linked  with  the  activities  of  the  French 
hierarchy  and  the  Vatican.  The  Church  was  bitterly  hostile  to  the  French 
Revolution;  but,  after  Roman  Catholic  Napoleon  turned  the  Revolution  around  to 
defeat  itself,  'the  relations  of  Church  and  State  began  to  improve.'  Napoleon, 
like  Mussolini  and  Hitler  at  a  later  date,  signed  a  concordat  with  the  Vatican. 
Decades  later,  when  the  French  Republic  was  again  established,  the  Vatican 
pronounced  anathema  on  it.  The  Vatican's  particular  peeve  was  that  the  republic 
dared  to  give  free  education  to  the  people.  As  in  other  Catholic  countries, 
the  peasants  and  bourgeoisie  of  France  are  devoted  to  the  Church,  and  the 
industrial  proletariat  is  the  least  submissive.  (Perhaps  that  is  the  main 
reason  why  the  Vatican  is  opposed  to  industrialism.') 
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22.  Before  World  War  II,  a  number  of  fanatically  fascist  organizations  grew  up  in 
France,  all  closely  associated  with  the  Catholic  Church.  The  most  notorious  of 
these  were  Le  Croix  de  Feu  and  Les  Cagoulards.  Many  high  French  officers  and 
officials  were  active  in  these  organizations,  including  Petain,  Weygand,  and 
Giraud  —  all  devout  Roman  Catholics.  How  these  Catholic  fascist  Frenchmen 
conspired  with  Hitler  and  the  Vatican  for  the  invasion  of  France  and  the 
destruction  of  the  French  Republic  is  given  in  considerable  detail.  After  a 
token  resistance,  France  joined  the  Catholic  fascist  bloc  in  Europe  and  sent 
many  Catholic  legions  to  fight  with  Germany  against  Russia.  Following  defeat, 
the  French  fascists  sacrificed  Petain  and  Laval,  and  the  Church  passed  the 
Catholic  fascist  banner  to  General  Charles  de  Gaulle,  who  was  more  popular  at 
the  moment  as  well  as  being  a  devout  Catholic  and  a  staunch  enemy  of  democracy. 


23.  The  Vatican's  hatred  for  Russia  is  nothing  new;  it  is  centuries  old.  During 
Czarist  days,  this  hatred  was  directed  mainly  against  the  Orthodox  Catholic 
Church;  and,  whenever  feasible,  was  expressed  with  the  utmost  cruelty.  The 
Orthodox  Church  retaliated  in  kind.  At  the  time  of  the  Russian  Revolution,  the 
Vatican,  strangely  enough,  viewed  the  Revolution  somewhat  favorably.  This  was 
because  it  was  directed  in  large  part  against  the  Vatican's  traditional  enemy, 
the  Orthodox  Church.  The  Vatican,  keeping  in  mind  the  French  Revolution  and 
Napoleon,  hoped  that  the  temporary  success  of  the  Russian  Revolution  could  be 
turned  upon  itself,  and  that  the  counter-revolution  would  be  used  as  a  vehicle 
for  the  replacement  of  the  Orthodox  Catholic  Church  by  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church.  This  hope  faded  as  negotiations  broke  down  and  the  Vatican  turned  upon 
Russia  with  the  vehemence  that  only  centuries  of  political  intrigue  and  hate 
could  generate. 

2h»  The  Vatican  then  set  about  organizing  the  Catholic  fascist  crusade  against  the 
Bolshevik  nation  which  was  to  culminate  in  World  War  II.  Powerful  economic 
interests  outside  of  the  Church,  in  Europe  and  America,  gave  support  to  this 
program.  The  Vatican  early  made  an  agreement  with  Hitler  that,  once  the  Soviet 
Union  was  defeated,  religious  freedom  in  Russia  would  be  abolished  and  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church  would  be  placed  in  dominance  over  all  Soviet  territories. 
To  help  accomplish  this  end,  hundreds  of  thousands  of  Roman  Catholic  soldiers 
were  recruited  in  Spain,  Portugal,  France,  Belgium,  Holland,  Poland,  and  else- 
where to  fight  on  the  Russian  front.  During  the  war,  after  Russia  was  winning, 
President  Roosevelt  attempted  to  work  out  a  modus  vivendi  between  Russia  and  the 
Vatican;  the  Soviet  government  was  agreeable,  but  the  Pope  refused  to  consider 
it. 

2$,   For  centuries,  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  has  dominated  South  and  Central 

America.  Its  great  ambition  now  is  to  capture  Protestant  North  America  and  turn 
it  into  a  satellite  of  the  Vatican.  Toward  this  end,  the  Vatican  and  the 
hierarchy  in  America  have  pursued  an  aggressive  policy.  How  this  is  being 
brought  about,  and  how  America's  democratic  institutions  are  being  used  as  the 
means  of  their  own  destruction  is  briefly  treated  in  one  chapter  of  the  book. 
Since  the  war,  the  United  States  has  become  the  arsenal  and  treasure  house  of 
the  Vatican  in  its  aggressive  war  against  the  U.S.S.R.,  and  the  political, 
financial,  and  military  leaders  of  this  great  nation,  in  effect,  are  being 
cunningly  turned  into  puppets  of  the  Vatican.  Manhattan  believes  that  the 
conquest  of  the  United  States  by  the  Vatican  will  be  achieved  on  that  day  when 
the  United  States  government  sends  an  ambassador  to  the  diminutive  Vatican  State. 
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26.  Throughout  Latin  America,  extreme  poverty,  illiteracy,  and  over-population 
coincide  with  Roman  Catholic  totalitarianism.  Many  rabid  Catholic  fascist 
organizations,  patterned  after  the  Falangists  in  Spain,  are  being  sponsored  in 
Latin  America,  of  which  the  Sinarquista  in  Mexico  are  an  example.  During  the 
early  part  of  World  War  II,  the  Vatican  sponsored  isolationist  movements 
throughout  North  and  South  America,  to  keep  them  from  aiding  non-Catholic 
Britain  against  fascist  Germany.  Father  Coughlin  was  one  of  the  more  outspoken 
of  the  Catholic  isolationists  in  North  America.  (Many  other  Americans,  some  of 
them  prominent  non-Catholics,  also  were  enlisted  in  support  of  Catholic  fascist 
isolationism.  The  'America  First1  movement  was  especially  designed  to  trap  the 
non-Catholics.)  Since  the  war,  Catholic  authoritarianism  has  Bet  out  to  crush 
all  progressive  or  democratic  governments  and  movements  in  Latin  America.  (This 
may  account  for  the  little-publicized  fascist  coups  and  mass  slaughterings  of 
•leftist  elements'  which  are  at  present  going  on  in  many  Latin  American 
countries,  and  with  which  American  big  business  and  most  of  the  American  press 
are  in  sympathy. ) 

27.  During  the  1930' s,  the  Vatican  established  friendly  relations  with  Japan  quickly 
following  the  Japanese  invasion  of  Manchuria,  and  this  friendship  grew  more 
cordial  as  Japan  continued  its  war  against  China.  When  Japan  struck  at  Pearl 
Harbor  instead  of  at  Russia,  the  Vatican  was  dismayed,  but  'was  soon  consoled  by 
the  incredible  advances  of  Japan  in  the  East. f  The  Vatican  maintained  diplo- 
matic relations  with  Japan  throughout  the  war,  and  forestalled  fascist  Portugal 
from  declaring  war  on  Japan  when  its  East  Indian  island  of  Timor  xvas  occupied. 
When  the  defeat  of  Japan  became  probable,  the  Vatican,  at  the  insistence  of 
President  Roosevelt,  established  relations  with  Chiang  Kai-shek  China  as  the 
best  remaining  bulwark  against  Russian  communism  in  East  Asia. 

28.  In  the  concluding  chapter,  Manhattan  warns:   'As  in  past  centuries,  so  now  and 
in  the  future  the  Catholic  Church  will  continue  relentlessly  to  employ  its 
cunning,  energy,  and  skill  in  hampering,  so  far  as  lies  in  its  power,  the 
progressive  forces  of  contemporary  society.  For  the  spirit  that  moves  the 
Catholic  Church  makes  it  a  ruthless  and  persistent  enemy  of  our  century  and 

of  all  that  individuals  and  nations  are  laboring  and  sweating  to  attain. ' 
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